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WNY COVID Working Group
Statement on Vaccinations
January 11, 2021

Key points:

—> Widespread vaccine use is a critical step in controlling
the pandemic and protecting the community’s health.

—> The Working Group recommends widespread use of
vaccines against COVID-19. Healthcare providers should
encourage their patients to get vaccinated when it is
available.

—> The Working Group encourages all healthcare providers
and their staff to receive the vaccine themselves to
demonstrate their support.

—> Data indicate that the vaccines are very effective in
preventing symptomatic COVID-19, with side effect
profiles similar to other vaccines.

—> The known and potential benefits and risks of the vaccine
strongly favor its use, in the context of the known severe
COVID-19 risks.

—> The Working Group supports equitable distribution of
vaccines. When vaccine supply is limited, priority should
be given to essential employees and those at high risk of
severe manifestations of COVID-19. It is important to
ensure equitable access for disproportionately affected
groups, including people of color.

—> Vaccines should be offered only in the order of priority
directed by New York State.

—> All people should continue to wear masks, practice social
distancing, and avoid groups, even after vaccination. Even
though the vaccine prevents symptomatic illness, it may
still be possible to carry and transmit the virus after
vaccination.

(continued)
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The ILI/COVID Working Group of Western New York was formed in response to local variation in approach to the diagnosis and treatment of Influen-
za-Like-lllness and COVID-19 in the region. It is a collaborative effort of hospital systems, academic departments, independent practice associations,
and insurers. The logos and signatures on this document represent the organizations’ support of this statement.

Legal Notice and Disclaimer: Please note that the information contained in these resources does not establish a standard of care, nor does it consti-
tute legal or medical advice. These guidelines reflect the best available data at the time the information was prepared. The results of future studies
may require revisions to the information in this guideline to reflect new data. This information is not intepded to replace individual provider clinical
judgment in the care of their patients. Neither this workgroup, or any contributor to this effort, makes any representations or warranties, express
or implied, with respect to the information provided herein or to its use.
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